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ReIes.se - Iqmediste. 
Office of InPprmstion, U, St litpt. of .%griculturs. 
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The Case Against Hats and Kite, t e - - : 

Rats and mice are among the worst animal pests in ; 

the world,, according to biologists of the U. S, pepartmenti 

of Agriculture. 

Prom their home among filth they visit dwellings and 

storerooms to pollute and destroy humsn food. 

The rat carries 'bubonic plague and many other dis- 

eases fatal to man -rend has no doubt been resgonsibie for 

more untimely deaths among human beings then all wars of 

history. 

In the United States rats and mice destroy each 

year in homes, in factories, stores, and warehouses,, in 

cars and on ships, crops, poultry,, and other property 

valued st more than $200,000,000--an amount equivslent 

to the gross earnings of an army of 200,000 men, 

Grain, esten and wasted by rata and mice on many 

farms, would pay all the farmer's taxes. 

Rsts and mice breed from 6 to 1Q times a yeer,p*o- 

ducing their destructive kind at an alarming rate. 

They are parasites without a single redeeming char- 

acteristic, 
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By,'constructing. sewers ad drains so that they- 
will not-prouide entrance and retreat for rnt.s.- 

By insisting. on greater cl~s~llnees about m ar-... 
kets, stores, and generally throughout cities, vii-- 
lages, and the country districts, 

By threshing and msrke-ting grein,earfy so that 
staoks will not-furnish harboring pl-zces and food 
for r3ts. 

By rem oving piles of straw, trseh,and lum ber 
which harbor rzte in fields and v~ar?t lots., 

By protecting the hawks, owls, and -other n+ur&l 
enem ies of rats which are not so~destructive to poul- 
try as r3ts the@aelnese 

By keeping well- trained r%t cogs on farms  and 
about city wsrehol;tsest 

By keepipg'pro#isions iyhich r&s .md nice will, 
at tack; in .rat proof and mouse proof cwtainers, 
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. By .destroyfng rats and m ica systemsticsfly-by. 
poisoning, trspp'ing, snd 'lly orgzr)iaed system atic huptsr-;. 

By arousing public opinion to the reslizstion of : 
the importance of exterm inating rats and m ice,. : . . 


